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Weobley  Rural  District 

HEREFORDSHIRE 


ANNUAL  REPOR*F 


ON  THE 


State  of  the  Public  Health 


--  For  the  Year  1942 


I.EOMINSTKU  TRINTING  CO.,  T.TD.,  27,  DKAfERS  LaNE,  LEOMINSTEK. 


Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 

Medical  Officer  of  Health .  H.  F.  GREEN,  M.A.,  M.lh,  D.P.H. 

(On  War  Service  from  17/7/42) 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  1.  F,  MACKENZIE,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
(Deputy  County  Medical  Officer)  D.P.H.,  D.T.iM.  &  H. 

Area  Medical  Offices  :  4,  Church  Street,  Leominster  (Tel.,  Leom.  95) 

Clerk  in  Northern  Area  Medical  B.  J.  SCANDRETT 
Office  .  (On  War  Service  from  1939) 

Temporary  Clerk  .  MISS  D.  M.  J.  BRAMFITT 

Sanitary  Inspector  (Part-time)  ...  EVAN  LEWIS,  C.R.  San,  I., 

Cert.  Meat  Insp. 


To  the  Chairman  and  ^Members  of  Weobley  Rural  District  Council. 
Mr.  Chairman  and  GKNTUiMKN, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
Year  1942. 

It  has  been  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Ministry  that  the  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  may  be 
interim  during  the  period  of  the  war  emergency. 

My  duties  as  Acting  Medical  Officer,  which  commenced  on  17th  July, 
1942,  on  the  departure  of  your  INIedical  Officer  of  Health  for  service  with 
H.IM.  I'orces,  have  been  rendered  less  onerous  by  the  ready  and  efficient 
assistance  which  has  been  given  me  throughout  the  year  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspector.  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  take  this  opportunity  of  acknow¬ 
ledging  my  indebtedness  to  him. 

I  would  like  to  place  on  record  also  my  appreciation  of  the  pains¬ 
taking  manner  in  which  the  clerk  in  the  Area  Office  has  discharged  her 
duties. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

I.  F.  M.VCKENZIE, 

Acting:  Area  Medical  Officer. 


November,  1943. 
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SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 


THE  AREA: 


Area  (in  acres) 


49,727 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1942)  according  to  the 
Rate  Books 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


1,705 

;£l8,8lO 

£85  15  I 


EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR  : 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  ... 
Stieebirths.  Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  ... 


35-0 

8.0 


16.3 


Deaths  from  PuerpErae  Cae'Ses  : 

No  deaths  in  1942  were  attributable  to  puerperal  or  maternal  causes. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age  :  — 

'1  here  were  three  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

Ihis  corresponds  to  an  Infantile  IMortality  Rate  of  27.2  per  1,000 
live  births. 

SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA: 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES . 

Laboratory  facilities  continued  to  be  available  at  the  County  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Hereford.  During  the  year  this  laboratory  came 
under  the  direct  administration  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  as  a 
War-time  measure. 

CLINICS. 

There  are  none  provided  by  the  Authority. 

Under  a  County  Council  Scheme  a  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  conducted 
in  Weobley  on  the  first  Monday  of  each  month  at  2.30  p.m, 
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The  nearest  Venereal  Diseases  clinic  is  at  the  County  Council 
Hospital,  Hereford, 


SECTION  C.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

WATKR  SAiMPIvING. 

WKOBLRY  PUBIJC  SUPPLY.— The  How  of  water  at  the  collecting- 
l)ecl  and  the  storage  capacity  available  continued  to  be  adequate  for  the 
needs  of  the  community.  Regular  sampling  is  carried  out  and  a  close 
watch  is  maintained  on  the  bacteriological  content  of  the  water. 

OTHER  AREAS. — Privately  owned  piped  water  is  supplied  in  the 
following  villages:  IMansell  Lacy;  King’s  Pyon  (part  of);  Blakemerc 

(part  of)  ;  Letton  (part  of)  ;  and  Staunton-on-Wye  (stand  pipe). 

« 

Most  of  the  liouses  in  other  parts  of  the  area  rely  upon  Shallow 
Wells. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  changes  have  taken  place  during  the  year  under  review.  Wecbley 
is  the  only  parish  which  has  a  main  drainage  system. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

No  com]daints  ha\e  been  received  relating  to  pollution  of  water 
courses. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Provision  is  made  by  the  local  authority  for  the  removal  of  refuse  iu 
Weobley  and  in  the  villages  of  Eardisand  and  Staunton-on-Wye.  The 
method  of  disposal  is  Controlled  Tipping. 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Evan  Lo'vis,  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Council, 
for  the  following  statement  (Sections  D  to  E)  furnished  under  Article  2^ 
(.Sub-vSection  18)  of  the  Sanitar>'  Officers  (outside  London)  regulations. 
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SECTION  D.  SANITARY  INSPECTION. 


Inspection  of  premises  in  the  area  is  continually  being  made  and 
defects  noted.  Owners  of  the  property  are  approached  and  in  most  cases 
there  is  little  difficulty  in  having  the  necessary  repairs  carried  out.  This 
co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  community  is  much  appreciated  by  your 
officers. 


No.  of 

Informal 

Statutory 

Notices 

Inspections 

Notices 

Notices 

complied 

INSPECTIONS  UNDER 

Served 

Ser\’ed 

with 

Housing  Regulations 

12 

10 

— 

8 

Factories  . 

86 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

120 

10 

— 

10 

Hop-pickers’  Quarters 

41 

5 

— 

3 

Bakehouses  . 

35 

4 

— 

4 

Slaughter-houses  . 

45 

— 

— 

— 

Schools  . 

20 

— 

— 

— 

Water  Supplies  . 

45 

6 

— 

6 

Infectious  Disease* 

130 

•  — 

— 

— 

Nuisances  . 

30 

30 

— 

30 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Cases  inquired  into 

... 

... 

. . . 

130 

Patients  removed  to  hospital 

... 

... 

....  20 

Houses  disinfected  and  cleansed 

... 

,  ,  . 

45 

Lots  oi  bedding,  clothing,  etc., 

disinfected 

... 

... 

...  I 

...  ^  ^ 

Schools  dis:infected 


HOUSES. 

Erected 

Made  fit  for  habitation 
Closed  as  unfit  for  habitation 
Cleansed  and  whitewashed 
Ov  ercrowding  abated 


o 

lO 

I 

9 

o 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

Wells  Slink 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired 
Wells  closed 

Samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis 

HOUSE  DRAINS 

Laid  or  relaid 

Cleansed,  trapped  and  ventilated 
Defective  waste-pipes  rectified 

Insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified  ... 
Dumb  wells  rectified 


water-closets 

Additional  provided 

Repaired,  ventilated  or  provided  with  cisterns 

PRIVIES.  AND  ASHPITS 

Additional  privies  and  ashpits  provided 
Converted  to  W.C.’s 
Converted  into  pail  closets 
Repaired 


SCAVENGING 

Houses  from  which  refuse  has  been  ordered  to  be  removed 
Privies  ordered  to  be  cleansed 
Portable  receptacles  to  be  cleansed 
Removals  of  offensive  refuse 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES 

In  District 
Inspections 

Cleansed  and  repaired 

iSIeat  and  Shop  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ... 


3 
7 
o 

55 

15 

4 

3 
2 
O 

4 

3 

o 

3 

10 

3 

12 

4 
10 
o 

3 

45 

o 

200 
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DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS 


On  Register 
Contraventions  of  Milk 
Insi>ections 


253 


and  Dairies  Order 


10 

no 


UNSOUND  FOOD 

Seizures  ...  ...  Condemned  meat 

.  „  Milk 

,,  Butter 

Letters  written 

Notices  served 

Notices  complied  with 

Notices  outstanding 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ... 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ... 


.20  lbs. 
39  Tins 
13  lbs. 


30 

40 

36 

4 

o 

o 


SECTION  E.  HOUSING. 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Flouses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Flealth  or  Housing  Acts)  ....  ...  12 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  12 

2.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  12 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  o 
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SECTION  F.  PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

There  was  a  fairly  large  number  of  notifications  of  the  common 
infectious  diseases  during  1942.  Fortunately  the  illness,  in  most  cases, 
was  not  severe.  There  was  a  minor  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough,  an 
interesting  feature  of  which  was  the  high  proportion  of  older  children 
affected. 

No  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  nor  of  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  occurred ; 
and  there  was  only  one  instance  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  during  the  year. 

ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES  ACCORDING  TO  AGE. 
DISEASE  age  of  PATIENT 

Over 

O-I  1-2  2-3  3-4  4-5  5-6  6-7  7-10  10-15  15-20  20-30  30-40  40  Total 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  —  iii  — - 2  i  2  2  _  _  10 

Wdiooping  Cough  —  4  9  5  2  10  9  20  4  —  1  _  _  64 

Diphthevia  ...  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  _  i  _  _  _  _  i 

INIeasles  .  _  2  3  i  ~  i  2  i  •  4  2  1  i  —  iS 

Acute  Pneumonia 
(Primary  or 

Influenzal)  ...  i  i  —  i  — - —  —  —  —  —  3  6 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  —  —  —  —  — - —  —  —  i  —  —  i 

Erysipelas  ...  —  i  —  —  — - —  —  —  —  —  2  3 

DIPFITHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  state  of  immunisation  of  the  child  population  of  the  district  at 
the  end  of  1942  is  indicated  in  the  table  below. 


Under  5  years  of  age  Between  5  and  15  years  of  age 

Number  Percentage  Number  Percentage 

140  '  37-38%  468  .  79-07% 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

At  the  end  of  1942  the  Tuberculosis  Register  contained  the  names  of 
13  males  and  15  females  who  normally  reside  within  the  district. 

During  the  year  10  new  cases  were  notified,  three  on  account  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  seven  because  of  the  presence  of  the  disea.*^ 
in  parts  of  the  body  other  than  the  lungs.  During  the  same  i^eriod  four 
deaths  of  persons  suffering  from  this  disease  occurreil. 
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